I assume it as an incontrovertible fact, that in every epidemic there exists some peculiarity which distinguishes it from past epidemics, either as respects the character of the disease, the effect of remedies, or the researches of pathology,?a circumstance in support of the opinion that the large bleedings practised by Gor- In the second case the treatment by cold was adopted at a less advanced period of the disease. In less than two hours after delivery, the patient was seized with violent and unremitting pain in the abdomen, attended with chilliness, and at the end of fourteen hours the abdominal tenderness was very marked. She was then bled from the arm with apparent relief. The pain returned at the close of the second day, and extended to the left hypochondrium. and back. I was called in on the third morning. The pulse did not exceed 100; the respiration was quick; the milk and lochia were actively secreted; the head was quite collected, and free from uneasiness ; the tongue was slightly furred ; and the abdomen was puffy but not tender. Calomel in scruple doses was prescribed, with two grains of Dover powder, and a blister was applied to the chest. The following day the pulse had become much quicker, and the abdomen was painful, more swollen, and very tender. Cold water was now applied to the abdomen by means of a large and partially collapsed bladder, and continued unremittingly during four days, not only with advantage, but to the great relief of the patient. The cold had a marked effect in allaying pain, and in proportion as the temperature increased, so did the pain return; a circumstance by which the renewal of the cold was regulated. The patient assured me that she did not think (to use her own words) she " could do at all" without the cold. The mouth became sore by the mercury. She perfectly recovered.
In reference to the modus operandi of cold in this disease, it seems not only calculated to restrain an inordinate action in the vessels, but to diminish their calibre as well as to promote the absorption of the effused fluids.
